their oppressors and also against the pacifism of some   91
Poles and the Russophile ideas of others.
He went first to St. Petersburg to find out if Poles
were to be mobilized for the Russian army. There and
in Warsaw he used his own name quite openly. The
police learned of his presence and sent his photograph
to all frontier stations and to all the gendarmerie, with
orders to arrest him on the charge of preparing a Polish
revolution. His friends insisted that he be more cautious
and show himself several times in Krakow so that
the Russians would hear of it and quiet down.
Pilsudski recalled how mobilization orders had been
answered by the Poles in January of 1863. But 1904
found them too weak and too unprepared. Still, it would
be a great mistake to make no protest at all, to let
thousands of young Poles die in Manchuria when they
would be needed to fight against Russia and for Poland.
They must do something. Where? In Warsaw, to secure
the biggest echo; for they were not strong enough to
stage protests everywhere as in 1863. They would have
an armed demonstration, but with only a small group
of cool-headed men bearing arms.
He asked for help and for money from Poles. Every
one refused. Again he was discouraged. The demonstra-
tion must be tiny, in comparison with what he wanted,
but he went ahead and made the plans, coaching the
men who were to carry them out. His friends insisted
that his face was too well known to the police for him
to risk going in person.
At noon on a Sunday in November, the people com-
ing out of church into Plac Grzybowski (Ge-ji-bof-skee)
in Warsaw saw a little group of men—workmen and
students—suddenly raise banners marked "P. P. S." and
"We will not be the czar's soldiers!" They formed in
procession and marched down the street, singing a
patriotic song, La Varsovienne. The police attacking
them were dispersed by shots from the men in the first

